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Off-Leash  
Dog Parks

The City operates two off-leash parks. 
Cheyenne Off-Leash Dog Park is  
located on Cedar Bend Lane SW, off 
Old River Road and K9 Acres is located 
in Squaw Creek Park at 5200 Golf 
Course Road, Marion. 

Permits are $32/year with up to $10 
in discounts. They are required to use 
these facilities. Purchase them online 
at CRREC.org, by phone (319-286-
5566) or in person at: 

Parks & Recreation Dept.
City Services Center (CSC)

500 15th Avenue SW 
Weekdays, 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

- or -

Northwest Recreation Center
1340 11th Street NW

Weekdays, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

A rabies tag number is required when 
purchasing a permit. See k9cola.org 
for details.

Daily Passes (for those who want to try 
the  park or are just in the area for a 
short time) may be purchased for $6/
day. Buy them online, by phone or in 
person at the locations above.

Park Pavilion Rental
Rent one of 24 pavilions in the City 
parks up to one year in advance of the 
intended use date. The last date for 
pavilion rental in the fall is October 
1, 2017. They are rented for two use 
periods: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 
- 10:00 p.m. Sizes range from 7-30 
tables. Rates vary based on size. 

Call 319-286-5566, Monday through 
Friday, between 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
for more information. See pavilions 
and their features at CRREC.org.

Splash Pads
Splash pads are ready to keep kids 
cool through September 4, 2017.  
They are located at Cedar Valley, 
Cleveland, Daniels, Hayes, Hidder, 
Jacolyn, Noelridge, Redmond, Time 
Check and Twin Pines Parks. 

Trails
Cedar Rapids Parks & Recreation 
maintains a variety of hard surface 
and crushed limestone recreational 
trails. If you make a complete tour of 
all the park trails, you will travel over 
24 miles. 

Visit LinnCountyTrails.org for trail 
maps.

YOUR PARKS  
Cedar Rapids Parks & Recreation manages 96 parks and trails on 4,171 acres of land. In 
addition to urban parks of all sizes, there are many acres reserved for park expansion 
and flood control. Use our online Parks Finder to locate a park and view its amenities at 
http://bit.ly/crparks.

Trout Release
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
will release trout into the lake at 
Prairie Park Fishery at 10:00 a.m. on  
Friday, November 17. A valid fishing 
license and trout stamp are required.  

Facility Rentals

BENDER POOL
See page 47 for information.

NW RECREATION CENTER
See page 32 for information.

USHERS FERRY HISTORIC VILLAGE/
USHERS FERRY LODGE
The Ushers Ferry Lodge as well as the 
gazebo, houses and grounds at the  
village are available for rental. Call  
319-286-5699 or go to UFHV.com for 
more information.

WEDDING RENTALS
• Ellis Shakespeare Garden
• Noelridge Flower Gardens
• Ushers Ferry Historic Village
• Ushers Ferry Lodge
For more information about renting 
the above facilities, call 319-286-5699 
or go to UFHV.com.
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Fruit TreeKeepers
A TREES FOREVER PROGRAM

Learn how to manage and care for 
fruit and nut trees, then volunteer in 
your local community to ensure the 
survival and production capabilities of 
local trees and orchards. The in-class 
education is supplemented with hands 
on volunteer opportunities.
Email Carl Barnhart for more information: 
cbarnhart@treesforever.org

Tree Care
Residents can help maintain private 
and parkway trees in two easy ways. 
First, mulching is the single cheapest 
and easiest thing to do to help trees. 
One or two bags of mulch spread 
around the base of a tree will protect 
it from lawnmower and weed whip 
damage, as well as regulate soil  
moisture and increase organic matter. 
Use shredded wood chips, not rock. 
The mulch should taper down to the 
trunk, not be piled against it.

Next, water trees of all ages during dry 
periods (10-14 days without rain). This 
can be done with a five-gallon bucket 
with a small hole in the bottom, an 
irrigation bag, or by letting the garden 
hose run at a very light trickle at the 
base of the tree for an hour or so.

Storm Damage
Several rounds of small, but violent 
storms in June caused significant dam-
age to trees in Cedar Rapids. Here are 
some statistics from the storms:

•  180,360 lbs. (90.18 tons) of debris,  
not including logs 

•  Over 200 work orders
•  21 tree removals
•  Over 740 crewmember hours   

(88 hours of overtime)
•  4 trees hit or on houses
•  7 branches/trees on vehicles

Tree City USA
2017 is the 40-year anniversary for 
Cedar Rapids as a Tree City USA, 
making Cedar Rapids one of oldest 
Tree City USA members in the country 
and the oldest in Iowa. Several events 
have taken place so far this year to 
celebrate and there will be more to 
come in the next few months includ-
ing tree planting projects and speak-
ers on various tree-related topics. The 
City will receive the 40th Tree City USA 
award in April 2018.

Forestry is responsible for planting and maintaining trees and woody vegetation along 
City right-of-ways, parks and golf courses. The program, a division of the Cedar Rapids 
Parks & Recreation Department, maintains approximately 60,000 public trees within the 
borders of Cedar Rapids.

Wood Chips/Firewood
The City of Cedar Rapids has several 
options for both firewood and wood 
chips. Currently, there are three areas 
with wood chips for resident use: 

•	 Beverly Gardens, off Edgewood, 
south of route 30

•	 Shaver Park, along Wenig Court, 
running east off of Wenig Road NE

•	 Van Vechten wood lot, across 
from the baseball fields in Van 
Vechten Park SE. 

Cedar Rapids residents may pick up 
and load wood chips at any time. 
 
For firewood, the Van Vechten wood 
lot is currently fully stocked with logs 
that can be cut to firewood length. A 
permit is needed prior to using the lot 
for cutting wood. There is no cost and 
the permit is good for a year. A second 
firewood lot is scheduled to open later 
this year at Beverly Gardens.  
 
Please note: The former wood lot on A 
Street SW is no longer in use and fines 
will be issued for illegal dumping. In 
addition, the wood cutting sites are for 
firewood cutting and mulch loading 
only. No dumping is allowed on these 
sites.  


